
BIS Tagset for Tamil 

Sl. 

No 

Category        Lab

el 

Annotation 

Convention 

Tags in 

Tamil 

Example Remarks 

 Top level  Subtype  (level 1) Subtyp

e (level 

2) 

 Subtyp

e 

 (level 

3) 

     

English Tamil English Tamil English Tamil English Tamil 
1 Noun 

 
 

 

      N N  paiyan,  

raajaa,  

puttakam  

 

1.1    Common 

 
     NN N__NN _

 

puttakam,  

kaNNaaTi,  

paTam  

 

1.2    Proper 

 
     NN

P 

N__NNP _  moohan,  

ravi,  

maalati  

 

1.3    Nloc 

 
-

 

    NST N__NST _இ meel,  

kiiz,  

mun,  

pin 

 

2 Pronoun 

 
 

 

 

      PR PR ப_  itu,atu,ava

n  

 

 

2.1    Personal 

 
  

 

 

 

    PRP PR__PRP _ப_

 

naan, nii, 

avaL, 

avarkaL  

 

 

2.2    Reflexive 

 
 

 

 

 

    PRF PR__PRF த_ப_

 

taan,   

2.3    Relative 

    

 

    PRL PR__PRL ப_ப_

 

yaar, etu, 

eppootu, 

enkee  

 



  
2.4    Reciprocal 

 

 

  

 

 

    PRC PR__PRC ப_ _

ச 

oruvarukor

uvar, 

avanavan,  

 

 

2.5    Wh-word 

 

 

    PRQ PR__PRQ ப_ _

 

yaarum, 

yaaraavatu

,  

yaaroo, 

etuvum  

 

3 Demonstr

ative 

 

       DM DM  a-, i-, e-  

 
 

3.1    Deictic 

 
 

 

    DM

D 

DM__DM

D 
ஆ_  anta, inta, 

enta  

 

 

3.2    Relative 

 
     DM

R 

DM__DM

R 
த_  enta  

 
 

3.3     

Wh-word 

 

     DM

Q 

DM__DM

Q 
_  enta, yaar 

eetaavatu, 

yaaraavatu  

 

 

4 Verb 

 
       V V  vizu, poo, 

tuunku, 

aaku  

 

 

4.1   Main 

 

   

 

  VM 

 

V__VM _  vizu, poo, 

tuunku, ciri  

 

 

4.1.

1 
     Finite 

 
 

 

  VF V__VM__

VF 
_  vizuntaan,  

pooneen,  

cirittaaL  

 

4.1.

2 
     Non-

finite 

 
 

  VN

F 

V__VM__

VNF 
 vizunta, 

poonaal  

 

 



4.1. 

2.1 

      Verbal 

particip

le 

 

 

 V__VM__

VNF_VBN 
_எ Vizuntu, 

oodi 

 

4.1. 

2.2 

      Relativ

e 

particip

le verb 

 

 

 V__VM__

VNF_RP 
_எ Vizunta, 

oodiya 

 

4.1. 

2.3 

      Conditi

onal 

verb 

 

 

 

 V__VM__

VNF_CON

D 

_எ Vizuntaal, 

oodinaal 

 

4.1. 

2.4 

      

Infiniti

ve verb 

 

 

 

 

VIN

F 

V_VM_V

NF__INF 
_எ Viza, ooda  

              

4.1.

3. 
     

Gerund 

 

   VN

G 

 

V__VM__

VNG 

_  Vizutal, 
paTital 

It act as 

verbal 

noun 
4.2    Verbal 

Noun 
 

 

 Verbal 

noun 

 
 

 

  NN

V 

N_NNV _

 

paTippu,  

naTai,  

naTattai,  

ceykai  

Verbal 

Noun 

4.3    Auxiliary 

 

 

 

 

    VA

UX 

V__VAUX _  aakum, 

veeNTum, 

muTiyum  

 

 

5 Adjective 

 

      JJ JJ _அ iniya, 

periya, 

azakaana  

 

 

6 Adverb 

 

      RB RB _அ veekamaak

a, 

viraivaaka 

Only 

manner 

adverbs 



 
7 Postpositi

on 

 
 

      PSP PSP _  paRRi, 

kuRittu, 

viTa  

 

 

8 Conjuncti

on 

 
 

 

      CC CC இ_  maRRum, 

eenenRaal, 

aanaal  

 

 

8.1    Co- 

ordinator 

 

 

  

    CC

D 

CC__CCD இ_இ_

 

-

um(raaman

um)  

maRRum, 

aanaal, 

allatu  

 

8.2    

Subordinato

r 

 

  

  

    CCS CC__CCS _இ_

 

enRu, ena, 

enpatu, 

enRaal  

 

 

9 Particles 

  

      RP RP  maTTUm, 

kuuTa  

 

 

9.1    Default 

  

    RPD RP__RPD இ_  maTTUm, 

kuuTa  

 

 

9.2    Classifier 

 

அ  

 

    CL RP__CL அ_இ_

 

aTTum  

9.3    Interjection 

    

    INJ RP__INJ _இ_

 

ayyoo, 

teey, 

aamaam  

 

 

9.4    Intensifier 

 
     INT

F 

RP__INTF வ_அ ati, veku, 

mika  

 

 



9.5    Negation 

 
     NE

G 

RP__NEG எ_ம_அ illai  

 
 

10 Quantifier

s 

 
 

      QT QT அ_அ koncam, 

niRaiya, 

oru, mutal  

 

 

10.

1 
   General 

 
     QTF QT__QTF அ_அ koncam, 

niRaiya  

 

 

10.

2 
   Cardinals 

 
     QT

C 

QT__QTC  onRu, 

iraNTu  

 

 

10.

3 
   Ordinals 

 
 

 

    QT

O 

QT__QTO _  mutal, 

iraNTaam  

 

 

11 Residuals 

 

 

 

 

      RD RD    

11.

1 
   Foreign 

  

    RDF RD__RDF _

 

  

11.

2 
   Symbol 

 
     SY

M 

RD__SYM  

 

$, &, *, (, ), 

ruu.  

 

 A word 

written 

in word 

script 

other 

than  the 

script of 

the 

original 

text 
11.

3 
   Punctuation 

 
  

 

    PU

NC 

RD__PUN

C 
_  ., : ;  

 
 For 

symbols 

such as 

$, & etc 



11.

4 
   Unknown      UN

K 

RD__UNK    Only 

for 

punctuat

ions 
11.

5 
  Echowords 

   

    EC

H 

RD__ECH எ_  vaNTi 

kiNTi,  

paal kiil  

  

 

 


